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AN 


APPEAL, Sc. &c: 


INTRODUCTION; 


| LARMED at the indulgence granted td 

Papiſts, by an Act lately paſt in their fa- 
vour, and well perſuaded that the principles of 
Popery deſerve no ſuch encouragemrnt from any 
Proteſtant ſtate ; we feel for ourſelves, we tremble 
for poſterity : and, having maturely deliberated 


on the conſequences that moſt probably will re- 


ſult from this indulgence, we think it a duty we 
owe to religion and our country, to aſſociate; and, 
by every lawful method; to procure a remedy for 


the evils apprehended from its operation, and to 


preſerve the ineſtimable privileges, which, as 


Chriſtians and members of fociety, we enjoy. 


This Aſſociation is not formed to promote the 


views of party, or to embarraſs the meaſures of 


government at this important criſis, It conſiſts of 
B Wo; Pro- 


44 3 


Proteſtants, who will yield to none of their fellow- 
ſubjects, in loyalty to His Majeſty's perſon, or in 
zealous attachment to our happy conſtitution. 

If the doctrines held by Papiſts were confined 
to matters of opinion in religion, and did not in- 
clude political tenets of the moſt dangerous ten- 
dency, they might expect the ſame connivance, 
which has generally been extended to other erro- 
neous ſects: they might bow down to their ima- 
ges, ſwallow the abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtan- 
tiation, and amuſe themſelves with dreams of 
Purgatory, without interruption: their ignorance 
and ſuperſtition would rather excite compaſſion, 
than expoſe them to the conſequences of any Pe- 
nal Statutes, 

But, when Papiſts thunder excommunication 
againſt all who differ from them in opinion, and 
their religious profeſſion itſelf breathes the very 
ſpirit of perſecution and cruelty, againſt thoſe 
whom they anathematize as heretics; who, if 
Princes, are to be depoſed and murdered ; if ſub- 
jects, to be maſſacred: when they avow ſuch 
principles as theſe, what ſecurity can be given to 
any ſtate for their peaceable behaviour ? and what 
claim can they have to toleration under any Pro- 
teſtant government * ? 


* See Archdeacon Blackburne's Conſiderations on the 
preſent State of Popery. 


It 


* -- 


LY 


It is not our deſire to perſecute; but, as Pro- 
teſtants, we are concerned to ſecure ourſelves and 
poſterity from Popiſh perſecution. When we call 
to mind the Proteſtant blood that has been ſhed 
by Papiſts, both at home and in foreign countries, 
we cannot but be excited to uſe every legal expe- 
dient, to prevent the return of ſuch a national ca- 
lamity. 

Should the Papiſts, in any future vert be 
poſſeſſed of power, we have reaſon to apprehend 
that the ſame principles would be productive of 
the ſame effects. Theſe principles they have never 
publicly diſavowed ; and, as Papiſts, cannot, with 
conſiſtency, diſown : therefore, as they ſtrike at 
our liberties and lives, to tolerate perſons. pro- 
feſſing them, is to lay the axe to the root of our 
deareſt privileges and mot ſacred rights. 

Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations, we would 
now call the attention of our fellow-ſubjects to 
the following obſervations on he late Af of Par- 
tiament : and; if the matter contained in them be 
true; if our wiſeſt and beſt laws againſt Popery 
be virtually repealed, and our conſtitution actu- 
ally endangered; what meaſures ſhould we adopt, 
with what ſpirit and unanimity ſhould we act, to 
preſerve our civil and religious liberties from the 
incroachments of Popery, and from its inſepar- 
able concomitant, ARBITRARY POWER? 
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s ECTION I. 


Thoughts on Toleration, and how far it is conſiſtent 
with our civil Conſtitution, and the preſervation of 
the Proteſtant Religion, to extend it to the Papiſts. 


* order to gain a clearer idea of Toleration, let 
us inquire into the true nature of its oppoſite, 
which 1s Perſecution. | 

Perſecution conſiſts in hurting a man in any of 
his natural or civil rights, without any crime 
committed on his part; but merely on account of 
the principles he holds, or the worſhip he per- 
forms ; when thoſe principles and that worſhip 
have nothing in them incompatible with the ſcrip- 
tures, the civil intereſts of the community, and 
the peace of the public ; and though he be able 
and ready to give all legal ſecurity to the go- 
vernment for his peaceable behaviour. 

Toleration is the very oppoſite of perſecution, 
and, therefore, conſiſts in the contrary ſpirit and 
conduct; that is, in allowing every man to pro- 
feſs his own faith, if not evidently repugnant to 
the holy ſcriptures, without the leaſt injury done 
him in his civil rights, ſo long as he ſhall give 
proper ſecurity for his being a FR member 
of ſociety, 
| Perſecution, on the account of religion, is 

_— wicked and abſurd, becayſe it defeats its 
own 


« 

1 
own end; for, inſtead of reconciling the mind to 
any ſer of religious principles, it muſt excite the 
utmoſt horror and diſguſt; it may make hypo- 
crites—1t cannot make true converts, 

The horrible effects of Perſecution by the Pa- 
piſts in foreign countries, but more eſpecially in 
our own, ought to touch the tendereſt feelings of 
every true Proteſtant, No language is ſufficient 
to deſcribe the injuſtice and crueſty of ſuch an 

infernal ſpirit. To illuſtrate the truth of theſe 
obſervations, let us, for a moment, turn our eyes 
to foreign countries; and what ſcenes of cruelty 
have been acted under the auſpices of Popery ! 
how many have been tortured on the rack, or 
cruelly murdered in the cells of the inquiſition ! 
how many have been dragged forth to diſgrace, 
what is called, in thoſe unhappy countries, an 
auto da fi“, but is rather an act of triumph over 
faith, humanity, and common ſenſe. Is it not 
enough to condemn the innocent to flames, kind- 
led by ſuperſtition, without leading them forth in 
mock proceſſions, and cloathing them with ſan 
benitos, or coats of devils, to expoſe them to the 
inſults of a barbarous multitude? - But why do 
we ſpeak of cruelty to individuals only ? Let 
us call to remembrance the maſſacre at Paris, on 
the 24th of Auguſt, 1572. There Popery ap- 
peared in its true colours, “ drunken with the 

Add of Faith, 
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tt plodd of the ſaints, and with the blood of the 
© martyrs of Jeſus.” Whilſt Popery has exiſt- 
ence upon earth, let it be remembered, though 
to the diſgrace of humanity ; let it be remem- 
bered with horror, that on St. Bartholomew's-day, 
thouſands and tens of thouſands of Proteſtants were 
murdered in France in cold blood ; ſuddenly 
maſſacred in their beds and houſes, by the cru- 
elty and treachery of their Popiſh fellow - ſubjects, 
at the very time they were careſſed and courted ; 
and that this perfidious conduct met with the ap- 
probation of his infallible holineſs, pope Gregory 
XIIIth, of infamous memory, who went in ſo— 
lemn proceſſion to St. Lewis's church, and in- 
ſulted the goodneſs of the ſupreme Being, by re- 
turning thanks for the blood that had been ſhed ; 
and, to preſerve the remembrance of a tranſac- 
tion ſo meritorious, it was deſcribed at Rome, in 
a magnificent picture, intitled the TRIUMPH 
ef the CHURCH. Such is the faith that Papiſts 
keep with heretics; ſuch the triumphs of the 
church of Rome “. 

But to come nearer home : in England, where 
no inquiſition was ſuffered, Popery hath recorded 
her name in characters of blood. During the 
reign of queen Mary, how many of the moſt 


learned and pious men were brought to witneſs a 
| good confeſſion at the ſtake ! The cruelty of Po- 


® See Thuanus's Hiſtory of France. 


piſh 


1 „ 

piſh perſecutors made no diſtinction of age or ſex, 
learned or unlearned, noble or ignoble: all fell 
alike the victims of their undiſcerning bigotry. 
Nay, horrible to mention ! pregnant women were 
burnt aliye. And in the iſland of Guernſey, a 
ſcene of almoſt incredible barbarity was acted : 
« A mother and her two daughters being com- 
** mitted to the flames, one of them being mar- 
“ ried, and in the laſt month of her pregnancy, 
% was, by the violence of the pain, taken in la- 
“ bour, and brought forth an infant; which a 
% humane bye-ſtander reſcued from the fire: 
“ but after ſome conſultation, the magiſtrate, 
* who ſuperintended the execution, ordered the 
&« innocent to be thrown back into the flames; 
„ where it periſhed with the mother * ;” con- 
curring in opinion with Bellarmine, a cardinal of 
the firſt note, who ſays, that if it were poſſible 
eto root out heretics, without doubt they are to 
ebe deſtroyed root and branch +.” 

Smithfield, Oxford, Cambridge, moſt of the 
public market - croſſes, and many other places 
throughout the kingdom, have a voice crying 
aloud to Britiſh Proteſtants, Beware or Po- 
PERY; and bear an unanimous and irrefragable 
teſtimony, that Popery and Toleration never can 
agree T. O Britons! let not the blood of the 


7 See Smollet's Hiſtory of England, vol. vi. 
+ See Bellarm, de laic. t See Fox's Martyrology. 
5 4 martyrs 
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martyrs be forgotten, or their ſufferings effaced 


from our memory, to the lateſt poſterity, : 


From England,, let us pals to her ſiſter, king- 
dom, Ireland; and behold more recent diſplays 
of Popiſh cruelty | Is the memorable and lament- 
able zra of 1641 ſo ſoon forgotten? Are there 
none living, in theſe days, whoſe anceſtors ſuf- 
fered by that unparalled maſſacre, when the Pa- 
piſts endeavoured to extirpate the Proteſtants 
with fire, ſword, and famine? Though the plot 
was diſcovered, time enough to prevent the in- 
tended maſſacre taking place in Dublin; yet, in 
the province of Ulſter, and other parts of the 
kingdom, near 100,000 Proteſtants. were but- 
chered ; with ſuch circumſtances of premedi- 


tated cruelty, as none but bigotted Papiſts could 


have perpetrated. Such ſpectacles of miſery and 
diſtreſs muſt have ſoftened any other hearts how- 
ever ſavage or uncultivated. But Papiſts not only 
inſulted them in their ſufferings, but triumphed 
in the hope, that the victims of their cruelty 
would be damned to all eternity *. The mind 
recoils from ſuch ſcenes of cruelty with horror; 
and, upon a review of all theſe melancholy facts, 
by what arguments from reaſon, juſtice, humanity, - 
or piety, can the Toleration of ſuch a religious 


®. See the Hiſtory of England, and Sir John Parſon's Hif- 
tory of this horrible maſſacre, 


2 profeſſion 


[mn] 
profeſſion be defended in any free and Proteſtant 
ſtate ? 

It is alſo incompatible with the preſervation of 
our civil conſtitution, to tolerate Popery; which 
not only enſlaves the mind, but would bind 
nobles and people with the iron chains of deſpo- 
tiſm. It is a ſyſtem convenient for tyrants: we, 
at leaſt of this country, have ever found it look- 
ing with a malignant aſpect on freedom, and ac- 
tive in the retinue of Arbritary Power. 

Popery abhors civil liberty, becauſe that is 
friendly to liberty of conſcience: and it is a 
maxim of all Papiſts, from which they never can, 
conſiſtently, depart, © that diſobedience to the 
laws of the pope and church, not only excludes 
men from ſalvation ; but is likewiſe a forfeiture. 
of all civil rights and liberties whatſoever *”, 

Again, 

See No. 5, of Sir Richard Steel's Appendix to the Ro- 
miſh Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, wherein are the following d 
tions: 

«« Heretics may lawfully be ſpoiled of their goods, chought 
6 pa better to take them by authority.” 

«© None are bound to reſtore what they have been intruſted 
with by heretics, or to perform any contract made with 
«« them,“ 

By pope Gregory the IXth's conſtitutions, *© A man, by 
1 hereſy, is deprived of all 3 whether natural, 
4 civil, or politic.” | 

Hereties may not be termed either children or kindred ; 
* but, according to the old law, thy hand ſhall be upon them 
© ta ſpill their blood. - 


| cu 


Again, do not the political principles of the 
Papiſts oblige them to deny the ſupremacy of the 
king of England? Have they not, moreover, na- 
eurally ſome obligations of intereſt and attach- 
ment towards a foreign claimant, Did not James 
II. loſe his crown for adhering to Popery ?—ls 
Popery a crime in the eyes of Papiſts ? Can they 
then ever look on his lineal ſucceſſor, as only a 


As a convincing proof of this, we give the following anec- 
dote ; ** John Diaxius, a Spaniard, became a Proteſtant 
from reading the books of Luther. His brother Ap honſur, 
one of the pope's lawyers, hearing that his brother was turned 
Proteſtant, came with all ſpeed into Germany, bringing a no- 
torious cut-throat with him, reſolving either to bring him 
back to Popery, or to deſtroy him. 

When Alphon/us came to Ratiſhon, his brother John was 
gone to Newberg, about the printing of Fucer's books, to 
Which place Alþhop/us followed him, and there they main- 
tained many diſputations upon religious matters; but A. 
pbonſus finding his brother. ſo ſtedfaſt in che belief of the truths 
of the goſpel, that neither the pope's agent, by his promiſes | 
or threats could terrify him, nor he by his perſuaſions and 
pretenſions of brotherly love, could prevail upon him to re- 
turn to Popery ; he feigned to take a moſt friendly and af- 
fectionate leave of him, and departed ; but ſoon he returned 
with his ruffianly murderer, and by the way, they bought an 
hatchet of a carpenter, Alpboꝝſus ſent the ruffian in firſt, 
diſguiſed, with letters to his brother, himſelf following be- 
hind ; and while Fob» Diazius was reading the letters, this 
bloody murderer cleft his head with the hatchet, and taking 
horſe, they both rode away.“ 

; Biograph. Evangel. life of Diaxius. A work now pub- 
liſhing by the Rev. Mr, Middleton, 
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pretended prince? So that, whatſoever appear- 
ances they may aſſume, the ties of gratitude and 
affection bind their allegiance to the ſucceſſor of 
that Prince, who loſt his crown in ſupport of 
their cauſe; and lead them to anathematize the 

Revolution, and reject the Act of Settlement, as 
an act of injuſtice *, 


* « Tt is not to be denied but that the pope, upon juſt 
t cauſe, hath power to abſolve, both himſelf and all others, 
1 from the religious and legal obligation of an oath.” 

« After a prince is by name excommunicated by the pope, 
his ſubjeQs are freed from their allegiance ; his country 
becomes the right of catholics, who, beyond all contra- 
« diftion, exterminating the heretic inhabitants, may poſſeſs 
« it as their own.” 

The power of depriving kings of their crown, and em- 
«f perors of their dignities, for the good of the church and 
4% ſouls, was always peculiar to the pope ; 

% Whohath no leſs authority, as Chriſt's vicar, over Chriſ- 
*f tians, than the ſhepherd over his ſheep.” 

It is not lawful for Chriſtians to tolerate any king, who 
« draweth his ſubjects into hereſy.” 

But 2 ought to endeavour to ſet up e in his 
40 p 

22 They ought to expel him his kingdom, ad of 
« Chriſt,” 

_ « Thisis the undoubted judgment of the moſt learned, and 
„ agreeable to apoſtolical truth.“ 

„We, by our apoſtolical authority, do abſolve all ſub- 
« jects from their oaths of fealty, which they have ſworn to 
„ princes excommunicated, 

We excommunicate all heretic princes, and abſolye their 
9 I and duties of allegiance. 

« We 


1 1 
That thefe were formerly the views of Papiſts, 
is clearly evinced by their conduct in the rebel- 
Bons of the year 17515 and 17453 that they are 
not nom, we muſt truſt to the words and aſſur- 
eaces of thoſe men, _—_—_ no oaths can bind. 


With 
1. We ab/olve all ſabjects of * AG the babe thy have 
& taken to Elizabeth their queen.” 
See Richard Steel's et 


As Dr, Tucker, the Dean of Glouceſter; has taken upory 
him, in his late publication, entitled, Thoughts on the 
Preſent State of Affairs,“ to aſſert, that the Papiſts have been 
good ſubjeQs.for 100 Years paſt, and that they had no hand 
in the rebellions of 1715 and 1745 ; we would beg leave to re- 
mind our readers, that 100 years have not yet elapſed fince the 
glorious Revolution ; .and in how many. plots they have been 
engaged againſt the king, the government, and the Proteſtant” 
religion ſince that happy event, none can be ignorant, but 
thoſe who are unacquainted with the hiſtory of Great Britain. 
As to their condu& in 1715, the following preamble of an 
AR of Parliament, made immediately after the ſuppreſſion of 
that unhatural rebellion, will be the fulleſt confutation of the 
Rev, Dean's pazygeric-on the Papiſts, and the beſt evidence 
of the opinion our anceſtors entertained of the principles of 
Popery, and of the /oyalty of the Papiſts on that occaſion.— 
*© Whereas the Papiſts within this kingdom, notwithſtanding 
« the tender regard that hath been ſhewn'them for many 

« years laſt paſt, by omitting to put in execution the many Penal 

* laws, which (on occaſion of the many juſt provocations they 
10 have given, and horrid deſigus they have framed for the de- 
. fruion of this kingdom, and the extirpation of the Proteſtant 
1 religion) have been made againſt them; and notwithſtand- 


« j ing chey have enjoyed, and dg fil enjoy, the protection and 
« beneßt 
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With reſpect to the religious tenets of popery, 
they are an offence to the very being and moral 
perfections of God, irreconcileable to reaſon, and 


the 


te benefit of the government, as well as the reſt of his ma- 
& jeſty's ſubjects, have all, or the greateft part of them, been 
concerned in ſtirring up and ſupporting the /ate unnatural 
« rebellion, for the dethroning and murdering his moſt ſacred 
** majefly ; for defiroying our preſent happy eflabliſhment ; for 
* ſettling a Popiſh pretender upon the throne of this kingdom ; for 
«© the deſtruction of the Preteflant religion, and the cruel mur- 
«© dering and maſſacreing its frofeſſors, by which they have 
« brought a vaſt expence upon this nation: And whereas it 
& manifeſtly appears by their behaviour, that hey rake upon 
& themſelves to be obliged by the principles they profeſs, to be ene- 
4 mics to His Majeſty, and to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, and 
« watch for all opportunities of fomenting and fiirring up news 
« rebellions and diſturbances within the kingdom, and of 1nv1T=< 
« N FOREIGNERS TO INVADE IT: And for as much as 
&« it is highly reaſonable, that they ſhould contribute a large 
4 ſhare to all ſuch extraordinary expences, as are or ſhall be 
« brought upon this kingdom by their treachery and inſtiga- 
tion; and to the end, that by paying largely to the late 
60 great expences by them brought upon this nation, they may 
« be deterred, if pofible, from the like offences for the fu- 
& ture, Geo. I. ſtat. 2. c. 25.” 


It is alſo expreſsly mentioned in our ſtatutes, that the de- 
ſign of the wicked, horrid, and unnatural rebellion in 
« 1 745, was to depoſe and murder His me? ſacred Majeſty, ta 
„er up a POPISH PRETENDER, bred. up and inſtruct- 
ned in Romiſh ſuperſticion and arbitrary principles on the 
* throne, to the utter deſtruction of the Proteftart religion, and 
«© the lawy and liberties of this free conſtitation “ from which 

5 it 


| Fernes ; and prefers the deed of the monk to both. 


[16 9) 
the moſt horrid corruption of divine revelation ; 
and ought not to be tolerated, becauſe they im- 
pel the Papiſts, by a moſt intolerant ſpirit, to ex- 
tirpate Proteſtants, under the name of excommu- 
nicated beretics,. — becauſe it is one of their maxims, 
* that no faith is to be kept with heretics,” by 
which the moſt ſacred ties of ſociety are diſſolv- 
ed—becauſe they can have diſpenſations for per- 
Jury *, and paradiſe for murder and treaſon; and, 


it evidently appears, that /o late as the year 1745, Popery 


and Arbitrary Power were, in the judgment of our forefa- 


thers, inſeparably connected; and whether any, but Papiſts, 
would have attempted to depoſe and murder king George the 
IId, of glorious memory; to ſet up a Popiſh pretender, and 
utterly to deſtroy the Proteſtant religion, and the laws and li- 


berties of this free conſtitution, (with the greateſt deference 


to the bold aſſertion of the Rev. Dean, in favour of the loyalty 
of Papiſts,) we-appeal to the Proteſtants of Great Britain to 
determine. | 

* See the form of the oaths preſcribed by the late and for- 
mer Acts of Parliament, which ſuppoſe that|Papiſts, under the 
maſk of religion, are capable of the groſſeſt perjuries and 
moſt horrid treaſons ; and alſo an extract in Sir Richard 
Steel's Appendix, from the oration of pope Sixtus the Vth, 
uttered in a conſiſtory at Rome, Sept. 2, 1759, wherein he 


commends, as wonderful and meritorious, the execrable mur- 


der committed by Jaques Clement, a Jacobine friar, on 
Henry III. king of France, and compares the conduct of the 
monk in perpetrating that execrable murder, with the con- 
duct of Eleazar, and with that of Judith, in laying Holo- 
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as pardons are to be bought on eaſy terms, the 

vileſt crimes are committed without remorſe. 
Upon the principles of common ſenſe, what 
can any man think of ſuch contemptible doc- 
trines, as the infallibility of a poor weak crea- 
ture, and his ſupremacy over all the empires and 
kingdoms upon earth; yea, over all the worlds 
of heaven, earth, and hell ? — What can any ra- 
tional man think of a bit of bread being turned 
into a human body and ſoul, and into the very 
nature of God, or of worſhipping the ſupreme 
and omnipotent Being, under images of wood or 
ſtone, ſilver or gold? What can any virtuous 
man think of this ſupreme and infallible pope 
ſelling pardons for all Kinds of ſins, and indul- 
gences for all manner of wickedneſs, for a thou- 
ſand years to come * ?—And, laſtly, what can 
any ſerious man think of the damnable hereſy of 
for- 


From the following extracts of the fees of the Roman 
chancery, taken from a book publiſhed by the pope's autho- 
rity, it appears that the prices of abſolution are as follow: 


For lying with a woman in the church, and J. 1. 4. 
there committing other enormities o'9 © 

For groſs amd wilful perjury — 0 9 0 
For a layman for murdering a Iayman — 0 7 6 

But forlaying violent hands on a prieſt, tho? 

without ſhedding blood — 0 10 6 
For defiling a virgin 0 9 © 
For a prieſt or clergyman keeping a concubine o 10 6 
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forbidding to marry, ſetting up the vain tradi. 
tions of their church above the authority of the 
word of God; and of the Popiſh arrogance, in 
refuſing the cup to the laity, and prohibiting 
millions of common people from reading the 
ſcriptures, though they have ſouls as infinite in 
value and duration, as the proudeſt prelates or 
higheſt monarchs upon earth? 

To tolerate ſuch opinions as theſe, is to inſult 
the natural and moral perfections of that God, 
who gave us reaſon and immortality, and to en- 


courage the practice of idolatry by law, in a Chriſ- 


tian country, To tolerate Popery, 1s to be in- 
ſtrumental to the perdition of immortal ſouls now 
exiſting, and of millions of ſpirits, that at pre- 
ſent have no exiſtence, but in the preſcience of 


God; and is the direct way to provoke the ven- 


geance of an holy and jealous God, to bring down 
deſtruction on our fleets and armies, and ruin on 
ourſelves and our poſterity. 


For — inceſt oO 7 
But, for forging the Pope's hand-writing 9 
See No. 2, of the Appendix to the aforeſaid 88 of Sir 


Richard Steel. 
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SECTION u. 


A View of the principal Laws that were in Force 
againſt the Papiſts before they were altered by the 
late Act of Parliament; and of the. Spirit in 
which they wers executed. 1 


© . know how far a mitigation of the Penal 
laws againſt the Papiſts was expedient or 
neceſſary, a view of the laws ſhould be taken, 
and likewiſe of the mild ſpirit, in which * 
were enforced. 

To enter into a minute detail of the numerous 
Acts in our books againſt Popery, would be te- 
dious, and exceed the limits of our preſent 
publication: it will be ſufficient, therefore, to 
ſelect a few of the ſeveral ſtatutes on this ſub- 
ject: amongſt which, the principal laws againſt 
JESUITS AND POPISH PRIESTS—HEARING AND SAY» 
ING MASS—POPISH BOOKS AND REL1CS4—PAPISTS 
KEEPING SCHCOLS—AND ' PURCHASING AND IN- 
HERITING ESTATES, demand our more immediate 
attention. 

By the 27th of Elz. c. 2, no jeſuit or Popiſh 
prieſt ſhall come into, or be in the realm, on pain 
of high treaſon, unleſs he conform; and any per- 
ſon knowingly receiving, or relieving ſuch, is 
guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy. 

" By 


11 


By divers ſubſequent ſtatutes of Eliz. and Jam. 
ſeveral other penalties are inflicled; and it is par- 
ticularly enafted by the ſtatute of 3d Jam. c. 4. 
that if any perſon. ſhall put in practice to reconcile 
any ſubjects to Popery, or, if any perſon ſhall be 
willingly ſo reconciled, he, his aiders, and main- 
tainers, ſhall be guilty of high treaſon. 

By the 11th and 12th of Wm. IIId. c. 4. any 
perſon apprehending any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or 
Jeſuit, and proſecuting him, till he was convicted 
of exerciſing any part of his eccleſiaſtical fune- 
tion, was (for this is now repealed) entitled to 
the reward of 100l. and any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, 
or jeſuit, ſo exerciſing his function, (except in 
foreign miniſters houſes) was adjudged to perpe- 
tual impriſonment. 

By the 23d Elia. c. 1. and ſeveral ſubſequent 
ſtatutes, perſons hearing or ſaying maſs were li- 
able to forfeitures and impriſonment; and by the 
above ſtatute of Wm. IIId. any Popiſh biſhop, 
prieſt, or jeſuit, that ſhould ſay maſs, (except 
in foreign miniſters houſes) was adjedged 1 to ** 
petual impriſonment. 

By ſeveral ſtatutes of Edward VIth. Eliz. and 
Jam. Iſt. perſons having in cuſtody, bringing from 
beyond the ſeas, printing, ſelling, buying, or te- 
ceiving any Popiſh books or relics, are made li- 
able to pecuniary penalties z and, in ſome caſes, 
to impriſonment, and the pain of incurring a 
2 premu- 
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premunire; and the books and relics are td be 
burned, and defaced; and magiſtrates are thereby 
tmpowered to ſearch for the ſame. 

There ate many ſtatutes in our books againſt 
ſending children to be educated in Popiſh prin- 

ciples 3 and by the ſtatutes of 13th and 14th Car. 
IId. c. 4. and 17th Car. IId. c. 2. all perſons (and 
Papiſts amongſt others) are prohibited from teach- 
ing ſchool, upon pain of fine and impriſonment; 
unleſs they be licenſed by the ordinary, and con- 
form to the liturgy of the eſtabliſhed church *; 
and by the 11th and 12th Wm. IIId. any Papiſt 
keeping ſchool, or taking upon him the govern- 
ment or boarding of youth, was n to per- 
petual impriſonment. 

The only ſtatute that incapacitated Papiſts 
from purchafing or inheriting eſtates, was the 
above-mentioned Act of Wm. IIId. by which 
they were diſabled to purchaſe, and rendered in- 
capable of inheriting, or taking any lands by de- 
ſcent, deviſe, or limitation; but the ſame were 
given to the next of kin, being Proteſtants. 

Thus ſtood the principal laws againſt Popery 
defore the late Act of Parliamant was paſſed. 
Laws that, from time to time, were rendered ne- 
ceflary, by the turbulent conduct of the Papilts : 


1 By an Act paſſed in tae laſt ſeſſion, Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters taking the oath therein mentioned, are qualified to teach 
and keep ſchools. ; - 


C 2 every 


| 
| 
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every additional ſeverity being occaſioned by the 
diſcovery of freſh inſurrections againſt govern- 
ment; which will appear very evident to thoſe, 
who conſult the hiſtory of the time wherein theſe 
ſtatutes were enacted “. 

Perhaps it may appear ſtrange, in this day, 
that the Papiſts were, by ſo many ſtatutes, made 
ſubject to the penalties of high treaſon: but this 
difficulty vaniſhes, when we conſider that our 
anceſtors knew, by dear bought experience, that 
the principles of Papiſts neceſſarily lead to trea- 


ſonable practices againſt the ſtate; ſince they own 


implicit obedience to a foreign head, who claims 
a power of abſolving ſubjects from their allegi- 
ance, and depoſing and excommunicating princes 
for hereſy. | 

To this ſource we muſt aſcribe the many nefa- 
rious attempts that they have made on our excel- 
lent Conſtitution, and on the perſons of our Sove- 
reigns ſince the Reformation: and from this 
ſource we muſt expect ruin to ourſelves and poſ- 
terity, whenever thoſe, who have always had the 
will, ſhall have the power, to deſtroy us. 

Should the laws, as they thus ſtood againſt the 
Papiſts, appear too ſevere ; let it be remember- 


ed, as a judicious writer obſerves, © that they. 


®* See Biſhop Gibſon's Fifth Paſtoral Letter, entitled, 
« 'The Danger and Miſchiefs of Popery.“ Sec, 6 and 7. 


'd Who 
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+ who made theſe laws, had an opportunity of 
* contemplating the naked features of Papery, 
* «© ſtripped of all diſguiſe.” They ſaw the bitter 
enmity it bore to the civil and religious rights 
of mankind; and were, conſequently, better 
judges of what was neceſſary for the future ſecu- 
rity of the Britiſn conſtitution, than we of this 
generation, who (thanks to a kind- n 
have had no ſuch experience. 
Had the promoters of the late 88 ſta- 
tute looked back, and placed themfelves in the 
ſituation of our anceſtors; had they taken 
a retroſpective view of maſſacres in cold blood, 
of flames ſcarce extinguiſhed, of plots and re- 
bellions with difficulty diſcovered and ſuppreſſed; 
they would have been alarmed at the malignant 
aſpect of Popery, and ſuch an Ad would never 
have paſſed ſo nne rouge the _ 
ſenate. 101 
- Having thus briefly e the laws as « they 
anden ſtood, let us now conſider the ſpirit in 
which they were executed; a ſpirit of lenity and 
moderation. They were ſeldom enforced, but 
when the rebellious conduct of the Papiſts ren- 
dered it abſolutely neceſſary, and brought down 
* vengeance of Penal ſtatutes on their —— 


_-©; Seo he len, Blackburn on The preſent State of Po- 
pery, page 26. N 
98 and 


ray 


and even then, they were inflicted by the hand 
of diſcriminating juſtice; not canfounding the 
innocent with the guilty, | 

- Notwithſtanding all that we are told of the 

n of theſe ſtatutes, they are mild, when 
compared with the bloody edicts now in full 
force againſt Proteſtants in : Popiſh countries. 
Whilſt Papiſts in England are claiming Tolera- 
tion, Proteſtants in France are expoſed to per- 
fecutian, by the repeal of the edict of Nantz: and 
1n other Popiſh countries, Proteſtants are, by law, 
condemned to death. Aſtoniſhing contraſt ! that 
needs only to be conſidered, ta evidence the im- 
propriety of the late repeal. 
The wiſdom and policy of the laws againſt 
Popery have been proved by the experience of 
above two hundred years; and it is to them we 
are at this day indebted, under divine Provi- 
dence, for the preſer vation of our rights and li- 
berties, and for the ſettlement of the crown in 
the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. 

If we may believe the very advocates for tole, 
rating Popery, by theſe laws Papiſts were dit- 
couraged, their numbers in England conſider- 
ably decreaſed, and Papiſts themſclves conſtrained 
to become good ſubjects: and ought laws, whoſe 
wholeſome ſeverity hath produced ſuch falutary 
effects, to have been eſſentially changed, ar vir- 


1 repealed ? 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, was there any applicatioh from the 
Papiſts, complaining to government of the ri- 
gorous execution of thoſe laws, that occaſioned 
the late alteration to be made therein? It is 
not pretended that there was: the Papiſts would 
not venture ſuch an aſſertion; nor could it have 
gained credit, if they had. How far the laws 
themſelves are materially affected by the late 
Act of Parliament, will appear from a peruſal of 
We next ſection, 


SE AFP 


Conſiderations on the late Af of Parliament ; and 
the Alterations made thereby in the Penal laws 
againſt the Papiſts. 


"HE Act of William IIId. which was the 
object of the late repeal, was, with great 
-propriety, entitled. An Act for the further pre- 
venting of the growth of Popery.” The preamble 
recites, * That there had been of late a much 
greater reſort into this kingdom than formerly of 
Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, and jeſuits, and that they 
did very openly, and in an inſolent manner, af- 
front the laws, and daily endeavour to pervert 
His Majeſty's natural born ſubjects; which had 
been occaſioned by neglect of the due execution 
of the laws already in force.” For preventing 
| C 4 the 
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.the further growth « of Popery,. and of ſuch trea- 
"enable and. execrable deſigns againſt His Ma- 
jeſty $ perſon and | government, and the eſtabliſhed 
xeligion, as had lately, as well as frequently 
ctherctofore, been brought to light, and happily 
| defeated, by kl the wonderful Providence of God; 

it was thereby epacted, amongſt other things, 
" That any perſons, who ſhould apprehend any 
-Popiſh, biſhop, prieſt, or jeſuit, and proſecute 
them, till they were convicted of ſaying maſs, or 
exerciſing any part of their office or function, 
ſhould be entitled to 1001. reward; and any ſuch 
_ biſhops, prieſts, qr jeſuits, ſo convicted, or any 
other Papiſts that ſhould keep ſchool, or take 
upon them the education or government of 


youth; were adjudged to perpetual impriſon- 


ment: and Papiſts, not taking the oaths of alle- 
giance and ſupremacy, within the time therein 
limited, were diſabled, and made incapable of in- 
heriting, or purchaſing lands; which were given 
to the next of kin, being a Proteſtant.” | 
Whatever ſeverity may appear in the penalties, 
it is evident, from the very words of the pream- 
ble, that they were warranted by the inſolent 
conduct and treaſonable practices of the Papiſts. 
And ought ſuch wholeſome proviſions to have 
been repealed; unleſs there be ſufficient reaſon to 
apprehend, that Popiſh biſhops. prieſts, and je- 
ſuits will. not now . — in as great num- 
| bers 


| 
| 
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bers as they did at that time, to repeat their per- 
nicious practices; eſpecially jeſuits, who are now, 
what they were not then, the outcaſts even of 
Popiſh countries ? 

There are but few inſtances, wherein this Act 
hath been enforced: the heavy penalty of per- 
petual impriſonment intimidated the jeſuits of 
that day, who croſſed the ſeas in ſhoals, and ren- 
dered the execution of it almoſt unneceſſary. 
The clauſes relating to eſtates, were a ſtab to the 
vitals of Popery 3 3 which, being deprived of the 
means of acquiring landed :nflueace, was diſcou- 
raged, and gradually declined. 

But, by the preamble of an Act made in the 
18th Geo. IIId. entitled, An Act for relieving 
His Majeſty's ſubjects, profeſſing the Popiſn reli- 
gion, from certain penalties and diſabilities im- 
poſed on them by the above -· mentioned Act of 
Wm. IIId.“ we are told, That it is expedient to 
repeal the very proviſions, which had been pro- 
ductive of ſuch happy effects. 

And, accordingly, it is thereby enated, © That 
ſo much of the ſaid Act as relates to the appre - 
hending, taking, or proſecuting, of Popiſh biſhops, 
prieſts, or jeſuits; and alſo, ſo much of the ſaid 
Act, as ſubjects Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, oreſvits, 
and Papiſts, or perſons profeſſing the Popiſh re- 
ligion, and keeping ſchool, or taking upon them- 
{elves the education or government of youth, 
within 
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within theſe realms of England, or the domi- 
nions thereto belonging, to- perpetual impriſon- 
ment; and alſo, ſo much of the ſaid Act as diſ- 
ables perſons educated in the Popiſh religion, or 
profeſſing the ſame, under the circumſtances 
therein mentioned, from inheriting or purchaſing 
any manors, lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments; and gives to the next of kin, being a Pro- 
teſtant, a right to have and enjoy ſuch manors, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, ſhall be, and the 
fame, and every clauſe, matter, and thing there- 
in before-mentioned, is, and are, thereby repealed, 
for the relief of all Papiſts who ſhall, within the 
ay therein-mentioned, take the following oath :* 


11 A. B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, That 

I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to 

« His Majeſty king George the Third, and him 
vill defend, to the utmoſt of my power, againſt 
4 all conſpiracies and attempts whatever that ſhall 
« be made againſt his perſon, crown, or dignity ; 
« and | will do my utmoſt endeavour to diſcloſe 
* and make known to His Majeſty, his heirs, and 
4 ſucceſſors, all treaſons and traiterous conſpira- 
<« cies which may be formed againſt him or them; 
4 and I do faithfully promiſe to maintain, ſup- 
« port, and defend, to the utmoſt of my power, 
the ſucceſſion of the crown in His Majeſty's fa- 
4 * againſt any perſon or perſons whatſoever; 
hereby 
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1 
hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any 
obedience or allegiance unto the perſon taking 
upon himſelf the ſtile and title of prince of 
Wales, in the lifetime of his father, and who, 
ſince his death, is ſaid to have aſſumed the ſtile 
and title of king of Great Britain, by the name 
of Charles the Third, and to any other perſon 


claiming or pretending a right to the crown of 


theſe realms; and I do ſwear, that I do reject 
and deteſt, as an unchriſtian and impious poſi- 
tion, That it is lawful to murder or deftroy any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever, for or under pre- 
rence of their being heretics ; and alſo that un- 
chriſtian and impious principle, that no faith is 


to be kept with heretics : I further declare, 


that it is no article of my faith, and that I do 
renounce, reject, and abjure, the opinion, that 
princes excommunicated by the pope and coun- 
cil, or by any authority of the ſee of Rome, or 
by any authority whatſoever, may be depoſed 
or murdered by their ſubjects, or any perſon 
whatſoever : and I do declare, that I do not be- 
lieve that the pope of Rome, or any other fo- 
reign prince, prelate, ſtate, or potentate, hath, 
or ought to have, any temporal or civil juriſ- 
diction, power, ſuperiority, or pre-eminence, di- 
*« rectly or indirectly, within this realm. And I do 


“ ſolemnly, in the preſence of God, profeſs, teſ- 
6 tify, and declare, that I do make this declara- 
L tion, and every part thereof, in the plain and or- 


2 * dinary 
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« dinary ſenſe of the words of this oath ; without 
« any. evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſerva- 
« tion whatever; and without any diſpenſation al- 
ready granted by the pope, or any authority of 
«© the ſee of Rome, or any perſon whatever z and 
6 without thinking that I am or can be acquitted 
< before God or man, or abſolved of this decla- 
6 ration, or any part thereof, although the pope, 
or any other perſons, or authority whatſoever, 
* ſhall diſpenſe with or annul the ſame, or de- 
« clare that it was null or void.” 


4 It is evident, therefore, that, by the Act of 
Geo, IIId. the moſt material parts of the ſtatute 
of Wm. IIId. expreſsly enacted for the further 
preventing the growth of Popery, are actually re- 
pealed: and though it be ſaid, that theſe are only 
detached parts of a ſingle Act of Parliament; yet 
it will appear, from the following conſiderations, 
that the laws, which, we are told, now remain in 
force againſt the Papiſts, are become a body with- 
out a ſoul; there is no ſpirit remaining to enforce 
them, nor any encouragement to put them into 
execution. | 

By the repeal of the laſt and moſt ſpirited Act 


againſt Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, jeſuits, and ſchool- 


maſters, are not all former ſtatutes virtually re- 
pealed or invalidated ? To rake into the embers 
of thoſe antient laws, would appear malicious, in 
the judgment of our modern law-givers : nor 

could 


d-- 


1 
could it be expected that ſuch proſecutions would 
be countenanced, in any court of juſtice z when 
the very foundation, on which they formerly ſtood, 
is removed by the Act of Geo. IIId. 

What wiſe ends can it anſwer, to enforce the 
antique ſtatutes for deſtroying and defacing Po- 
piſh books and relics, (which may be deemed in- 
nocent in their operation, when compared with 
the ſubtilty of thoſe, by whom they were pro- 
mulgated and diſperſed) ſince Popiſh biſhops, 
prieſts, jeſuits, and ſchool-maſters, may now 
teach and propagate their erroneous principles, 
in their own perſons, to the ſeduction of the riſing 

generation ? 

Io repeal an Act to prevent the reſort of Popiſh 
biſhops, prieſts, and jeſuits to theſe realms, is a 
ſtrong encouragement, not to ſay, invitation, to 
them to come over in abundance. If it be ob- 
jected, that there are two ſtatutes ſtill in force, 
one of Eliz. and another of Jam. declaring ſuch 
offenders to be guilty of high-treaſon; it is ob- 
vious to anſwer, that the ſubſequent law, 
which condemned theſe offenders to 1 

tual impriſonment, and the laſt Act which has 
revoked that ſentence, on condition of tak- 
ing the oaths, have virtually repealed the two 
preceding ſtatutes. For what the law declares 
not to be deſerving of batiſhment, cannot bg 
judged worthy of death. Our legiſtature, con- 


ſequently 
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Tequently, in effect, has declared, that, as there 
is now no law in force againſt propagating 
Popiſh errors, every one who engages in the per- 
nicious office, may proceed in it en danger 
or fear of moleſtation. 
By the laſt ſection of this repealing ſtatute, it 
is provided, That nothing in that Act ſhould l 
« be conſtrued to extend to any Popiſh biſhop, 
« prieſt, jeſuit, or ſchoolmaſter, who ſhall not 
©< have taken, or ſubſcribed the oath, before a 
« proſecution ſhall have been commenced againſt 
« him :” which plainly implies, that it was ex- | 
pected by the Legiſlature, that Popiſh biſhops, 
prieſts, jeſuits, and ſchoolmaſters, would now re- 
fort hither; and is a tacit licence for them to ex- 
erciſe the duties of their function, upon condi- 
tion of taking the oath therein preſcribed, 
If it were not meant, that all who qualified, 
by taking the oath required to be taken by the 
| late ſtatute, ſhould be thereby ſcreened from the 
4 penalties of all former Acts; why was that pro- 
viſion inſerted, to make a favourable diſtinc- 
tion between thoſe who have taken the oath 
| before they ſhall have been proſecuted, and thoſe 
| who have not? whilſt thoſe who refuſed or ne- 
| glected to conform, were liable to a penalty of 
perpetual impriſonment ; others, who ſubmitted 
to the terms of the Legiſlature, would be in a 
F200 much 
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much worſe- ſituation. The Popiſh biſhops, 
jeſuits, and clergy would think themſelves little 
obliged to our ſenators, to ſave them from a 
priſon, whiſt they left them expoſed to a gibbet; 
and, after all their conformity, if the old laws 
be not underſtood to he virtually repealed, be 
liable to an arraignment for ugh treaſon, and 
ſubzeR to an ignominous death. 

If the laws againſt prieſts and jeſuits be virtu- 
ally repealed, it neceſſarily follows that the laws 
againſt  Popiſh chapels, and hearing and ſaying 
maſs, are in the ſame ſituation. It would be 
in vain to relieve the former. from the penalties 
of coming to, or being found within, theſe 
realms, if by ſhutting up and prohibiting the 
latter, they are prevented from exerciſing their 
eccleſiaſtical function; as they are too aſſiduous 
to be idle in ſuch à cauſe, and have no buſineſs 
in this _— but to pervert the ignorant and 


unwarTy. 
Wh only ſtatutes, in which the Papiſts are, 


by name, prohibited from keeping ſchools, is 
now repealed. They were indeed, amongſt other 
perſons, prohibited from keeping ſchools, by the 
Acts of 13th and 14th Car. IId. c. 4. and 17th 
Car. IId. c. 2. unleſs they we relicenſed by the or- 
dinary, and ſubſcribed a declaration of confor- 
mity to the eſtabliſhed church: but it is well, 
known how little theſe ſtatutes have been re- 
| garded 


f 
1 
| 
| 
i} 


' WI 
garded of late years; and, as Papiſts are now 
no longer awed by the penalty of that clauſe in 
the ſtatute of Wm. IIId. many Popiſh ſchools 
and ſeminaries of learning will, doubtleſs, be 
added to thoſe already opened, N = 
kingdom. 

The ſtatute of Wm. IIId. was enacted to pro- 
hibit their teaching, becauſe it had been found, 
by experience, that the former laws were inſuffi- 
cient for that purpoſe; but that is one of the 


detached parts of the laws againſt Popery, which 


is totally altered by the Act lately paſſed for 
their relief. It is in vain to enforce the obſolete 
laws to prevent the ſending of our children to 
foreign ſeminaries, to be inſtructed in “ 15. 
rankeſt principles of ſedition and rebellion;“ when 
they may now be taught at home; without the 
riſque of croſſing the ſeas, and at the eaſieſt ex- 


| Pence to their parents“. 


Nor can we blame the Papiſts, for conſtruing 
all former ſtatutes on the ſubject as virtually re- 
repealed, when the ozly clauſe, in which they 
are expreſsly named, is no longer in force. They 
have reaſon to think themſelves licenſed to teach, 
as well as preach; and we have too many recent 
inſtances to prove by their conduct, that theſe 
are their ſentiments. How fatal the _ 


queaces to poſterity! * 


* See Biſhop Gibſon's 50 Paſtoral "aſs page 4 
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Our anceſtors well knew that landed property ; 


and parliamentary influence were inſeparable z 
and, therefore, to form a bulwark for the de- 
fence of our conſtitution, wiſely concluded, 
that it was their indiſpenſible duty, not only by | 
the Teſt Act to exclude Papiſts from fitting in 
the houſe ; but to prevent them from interfer- 
ing in the choice of repreſentatives, by depri- 
ving them of the means of influence amongſt the 
electors. 

PFor theſe important ends, by the abovemen- 
_ tioned Act of Wm! IIId. Papiſts were diſabled 
to purchaſe, and incapacitated to inherit, any 
landed property; and their eſtates were given 
to the next of kin, being Proteſtants. By theſe 
means Proteſtantiſm was encouraged, the wings 
of Popiſh arrogance were clipped, and they, 
being no longer in a ſituation to acquire landed 
property, loſt their influence; and our liberties 
have been preſetved to this day. 

The ſeverity of this ſtatute was felt in its 
operation by Papiſts of the laſt century; and 
government has experienced the policy of it, 
from its effects, in this. Papiſts, incapacitated 
to purchaſe lands, were neceſſitated to lay out 
their monies in the funds, to contribute to the 
ſupport of the ſtate; and the Papiſts, in our 
day, have ſcarcely felt any inconvenience there- 
from; having been habituated, for ſo many 


ä Paears, 


„ 
years, to acquire a monied intereſt, in lieu of 
Janded property. But this barrier is now re- 
moved; theſe clauſes are all repealed; and 
Papiſts are enabled to purchaſe what they can, 
and capacitated to inherit all they purchaſe. 

If we attend to the form of the oath to be 
now taken by the Papiſts in the laſt Act of Par- 
liament, we ſhall perceive a very ſtriking varia- 
tion between that and the oath of Supremacy 
of Geo. 1ſt. ſtat. 2. c. 13; by that, every Pro- 
teſtant, and all other perſons are required, on 
their oath, to declare, that no foreign prince, per- 
ſon, prelate, ſtate, or potentate hath, or ought to 
have, any juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority, pre- 
eminence, or authority, ** ecclefiaftical or ſpiri- 
cc fal,“ within theſe realms. But in the laſt ſta- 
tute, to accommodate the Papiſts, and to avoid in- 
croaching on their obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
their Spiritual Father, the words, “ eccleiaſtical 
* or ſpiritual,” are omitted, and the words, 
« temporal or civil,” ſubſtituted 5 by which it is 
plainly declared, that the Legiſlature, conſci- 
dus of the juriſdiò. on of the pope over every 
Papiſt within this realm, and that the Papiſts, 
as ſuch, could never conſcientiouſly abjure the 
| ſame; have defignedly' changed thoſe material 
words, and thereby recognized, within theſe 
realms, the ecclefiaftical and ſpiritual juriſdidtion of 
the pope, and all that are in authority under him. 

And 


11 

| And notwithſtanding the oath is guarded," as 

much as it is poſſible for any form of words to 
guard againſt mental reſervations and jeſuitical 
evaſions; yet, it is evident, that, as the Papiſts 
hold the principles aſeribed to them in the oath, 
(and if not, why afcribe them ?) they may, with 
the greateſt deliberation, commit perjury z and, 
without inconſiſtency, abjure their faith, ſince 
their conduct would be held meritorious in a 
Romiſh conſiſtory; and they would be intitled, 
not only to diſpenſations, but to commendations, | 
for fo doing. | 

But ſuppoſing, which cannot WU ted that 
Papiſts take the oath in ſincerity, and ſwear with» 
out any mental reſervation ; how few, in propor- 
tion to the number of the Papiſts, will be under 
the neceſſity of appearing to take the oath ? bi- 
ſhops, prieſts, jrſuits, ſchoolmaſters, and thoſe 
who are deſirous to capaeitate themſelves to pur. 
chaſe or inherit eſtaces; muſt ſubmic to the terms 
preſcribed z but how few are they, when com- 
pared with the bulk of the Papiſts in.this nation? 
and it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that any amon ſt 
them will take this oath, except with views to 
their ſecurity or intereſt; 

Conſidering the inattentive manner in which 
eaths of this nature are adminiſtered in our pubs 
lic courts, it will be a fortunate circumſtance for 

1 the 
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the more ſcrupulous amongſt the Papiſts, who, 
raking the advantage of the hurry and confuſion 
which generally attends this kind of buſineſs, may 
repeat after the officer as much as they pleaſe, 
and omit the reſt ; and yet, upon taking- ſuch an 
oath, in ſuch a manner, Papiſts are to be intitled 
to relief under that Act of Parliament. 

* Is it not evident from the foregoing obſerva- 
tions, that all the laws againſt Popery are virtual: 
ly, and the moſt eſſential and important, actu- 
ally repealed? and that, though the late ſtature 
be not entitled, An A for the toleration of Pope- 
* within his Majeſty's dominions; yet Papiſts, 
conforming to the terms thereof, have a right to 
expect at leaſt a connivance on the part of the Le- 
piſlature, which will be equivalent thereto in 
every reſpect. 
A learned commentator on the laws of Eng- 
land, has obſerved, that © if a time ſhould ever 
arrive, when all fears of a pretender ſhall have 
vaniſhed, and the power and influence of the 
pope ſhall become feeble, ridiculous, and deſ- 
* picable, not only in England, but in every 
« kingdom of Europe; it probably would not 
then be amiſs, to review and ſoften theſe rigo- 
4 rous edits; at leaſt, till the civil principles of 
the Roman Catholics called again upon the le- 
* giſlature to renew them.“ But there is no rea- 
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ſon to conclude that this is the time: the influ- 
ence of the pope is not yet become ridiculous 
and deſpicable in foreign countries; and Papiſts 
in England pay the moſt implicit obedience to 
every mandate of the Roman ſee. 

But if ſuch a period ſhould arrive, might. not 
a line be drawn between ſoftening and repealing ? 
It would be a dangerous experiment to wait till 
the civil principles of Papiſts again expoſed 
them to the diſpleaſure of the law. We have 
reaſon to believe that, whatever their civil prin- 
ciples might be, their conduct would involve 
them in ſecrecy; nor would they venture to 
ſtrike a blow, that might diſcover them, till 
they had undermined our conſtitution and ef- 
fected our deſtruction; and then it would be too 
late for the wiſdom of the Legiſlature to inter- 
Therefore, from all theſe conſiderations, may 

we not conclude, that the late indulgence is 
impolitic and inexpedient; and that chis is nat 
_ time to n the ſtatutes Poperyi? | 


Y * 
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SECTION. IV. 


Obſervations o on the manner, in wbich the late Af 

wa obtained; on the principal Arguments m its 
Favour; and on the fatal Conſequences, which 
will moſt probably reſult from 3 it. 


HEN we conſider how far the whole ſyſ⸗ 
tem of the law againſt Popery is affected 
by the late Act of Parliament, it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that an Act of ſuch national importance 
would have been introduced in the moſt public 
manner. Ought not an alarm to have been ſound: 
ed throughout the kingdom, that the ſenſe af the 
people might have been known, before laws, in 
which they were fo eſſentially concerned, were ſa 
materially altered; and before the ſtructure, which 
the wiſdom of our anceſtors was ſo many years 
employed in raiſing againſt the dangerous en- 
eroachments of n, was ta be demoliſhed at 
ne blow. 

Toſtead of which, without any previous notice, 
the Act was introduced, in the moſt private man- 
ner at the end of : aſefſion—to a thin houſe: many 
of the members having retired to their coun- 
try ſeats; it being underſtood that the principal 
buſineſs was finiſhed, and that no new matter of 
an intereſting nature, wauld- be taken up at that 
advanced ſeaſon of the year. Thoſe who were 
zcalous for its fucceſs, might be conſcious, that, 
To 4 if 
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if there kad been time for reflecting on the AR 
and jts conſequences, it neyer would have paſſed: 
ir was. therefore, hurried through the houſe, 
without a review of the ſtatutes, as they then 
ſtood; or a mature conſideration, how far they 
would be altered by the paſſing of this Popiſh Bill. 

The ſituation of thoſe at the helm was delicate: 
it was dangerous, at ſuch a criſis, to- provoke the 
reſentment of a numerous body of Papiſts, by op- 
poſing the bill; they were ignorant of the ſenti- 
ments of the people ; and, being thus ſurpriſed, 
thought it politic to acquieſce. The biſhops had 
not time ſufficiently to deliberate on it; and were 
tender of appearing enemies to Toleration, Thus 
the miſchief was done,. before the deſign was 
made known; and, conſequently, before it could 
be prevented, 

'There has been a time, when the ſpirit of the 
people would, and juftly too, have been rouſed 
at ſuch ſurreptitious conduct; but, alas, for the 
welfare of theſe realms ! a ſpirit of ſupineneſs and 
_ indifference, as to the intereſts of religion and li- 
berty, ſtrangely pervades the kingdom ; and the 

zeal of our anceſtors, either for the Proteſtant 
cauſe, or for our glorious Conſtitution, is no 

where to be found “. 3 
. 3 But 
In a tract | Publitied- 1 1753, printed | for Dodlley, in 
"Fob Mall, intitled, © A brief Account of the Vandois, hls 
| | D + 52h „ Sardinian 
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But this Act had a different fate in 3 | 
it was not paſſed i in that ſeſſion; therefore the 
people had full time to foreſee its fatal effects, 
and to prevent their taking place. And though 
we cannot approve the conduct of the mobs at 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow ; yet the ſpirited and 
ſucceſsful oppoſition in Scotland to the Popiſh 
billy will, for ever, endear thoſe who were con- 
cerned in it, to every true Proteſtant. | 

The principal arguments in favour of the Bill, 
are the following. that Papiſts are become good 
ſubje&s,”and therefore ought no longer to be ex- 
poſed to the penalties of ſuch ſevere ſtatutes ;— 
that, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, the late 
repealing Act was neceſſary, to conciliate their 
afe&ion to government—and that no bad conſe- 
quences,.can reſult therefrom, as Popery is not 
now,of an intolerant and perfecuting ſpirit. 


«. Sardinian Majeſty? 8 Proceflant Subjects i in the vallies of Pi i. 
i edmont, &c.“ there is a remarkable inſtance of the zeal of 
Englithmen' for the Proteſtant religion. When theſe inof. 
fenfive people were perſecuted and impoveriſhed. by Popiſh 
cruelty, the Dutch, the Swiſs, and the Germans (faith 
„ the author) had relieved the Vandois by benefactlons; bat. 
40 perhaps there is no inſtance in hiſtory of any nation inter- 
40 poling ſo warmly for another, as the Engliſh did, at this 
time, for a poor people, removed from them at an im- 
* menſe diſtance; in an inland country, and connected by 
% no reaſons of policy or intereſt,”* And we are informed in 
the margin, that the collections in England amounted to 
38097 l. 78. 3d. a noble inſtance of laudable zeal, worthy + 
of imitation in the preſent day if 
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If the Papiſts were rendered firm in their alle- 
giance, by the operation of the wiſe enactions, 
which are now repealed ; why were they repeal- 
ed? We have lately had little opportunity of 
proving their ſincerity: for the enemies of the 
| Proteſtant ſucceſſion were ſo effcctually cruſhed 
during the rebellions in 1915 atid 1745 ; that, 
whatever their inclinations miglit have been , they 
could have no proſpect of ſucceſs, in any plots, | 
without imminent danger to themſelves, 

Whatever the exigencies of government might 

require; that a Proteftant Fate ſhould be indebtetl 
to the arms of Papils for its Lupport, | is a circut- 
ſtance truly alarming, and worthy the moſt ſe- 
rious conſideration of every Britoon. 
In the beginning of the late war, our affairs 
aſſumed à gloomy aſpect: hut did we arm the 
Papiſts for our defence? Were we indebted to 
them for the glorious victories of 1 2,9 ? Was it 
not the wiſdom of our anceſtors, to diftruſt the 
profeſſions; and diſarm the profeſſors of Popery? 
And ſhould we put ſwords into the hands of Pa- 
piſts, God only knows how ſoon they might be 
turned againſt our own lives, and be employed 
in ſubverting our moſt valuable intereſts s. 

As to the perſecuting ſpirit of Popery ; it is to 
this day, and ever will be, the ſame: it cannot 

be otherwiſe, whillt they maintain its two ute 


» See Biſhop Uſher's Proteſtation againſt Popery. 
damental 
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ts tenets, PAPAL SUPREMACY. and 
INFALLIBILITY: the apparent difference 
muſt be aſcribed to their want of power *. 

| By rejecting their idolatrous ſuperſtition and 
vain traditions, .,we are become heretics and 
ſchiſmarics, in the judgment of the ſee of 
Rome: and doth not the pope yearly excom- 
municate us as ſuch, denounce rhe moſt awful 
curſes againſt us, and declare our deſtruction to 
be a meritorious work ? That all this 1s not 
mere form and ceremony, but a direction zea- 


ouſly purſued, whenever it is practicable; is 
evident from the bloody inquiſition, and the 


eonduct of Papiſts in all kingdoms, where Po- 
pery is 3 by law . 
Popery 


® Can it be worth while (fays the learned and ingeni- 
ous Biſhop Hurd) to ſpend words in fixing this charge of 
intalerance on the church of Rome, when her ableſt advo- 
cates, even in our days, openly triumph 1 in it.“ For proof of 
this, he refers to My, Crevier”s hiffory de Þ Univerflte de Paris 
"tom. in. J. vi. page 4.35. Paris, 1761. Where chat eminent 
- writer very roundly defends the mxrder of the Bohemian Mar- 


yrs at Conftance, and the fraud and ill faith, through 
{which the pious and tender hearted fathers of that council 


raſhed to the perpetration of it. See 1 to the 
Study of the Prophecies, 2d. edit. p. 382. 

I + The following extracts, from the form of Excommunica- 
tion pronounced at Rome on Maunday-Thur/day, demonſtrate 


te benign ſpirit by A 
| Whom they deem Ny, 


The 
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Popery has long been chained in Britain: tko 
conſequences of unchaining it will be dreadful 
| to 


The Title runs thus: ** The Excommunication and Anathe- 
matization of all Hereticks whatſoever, and their favourers, and 
Schiſmaticks, or of thoſe who Oiolate the Ecclefiaſtical Liberty, or 
any ways infringe the. contents of this Bull, which is wont to be 
publiſhed on Maunday-Thurſday. | - 
Ster. 1. We excommunicate and anathematize in the 
name of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and bythe 
authority of the bleſſed apoſtles Peter and Paul, and by our on, 
all Huſſites, Wickliphiſts, Lutherans, Zuinglians, | Calviniſts, 
Hugonots, Anabaptiſts, Trinitarians, and Apoſtates from the 
Chriſtian faith, and all other hereticks by whatſoever name 
they are called, and of whatſoever ſe& they be: as alſo their 
adherents, receivers, favourers, and generally any defenders of 
them ; together with all who without our authority, or that 
of the apoſtolick ſee, knowingly read, keep, print, or any 
ways for any cauſe whatſoever publickly or privately on any 
pretext or colour, defend their books containing hereſy, or 
treating of religion; as alſo ſchiſmaticks, and thoſe who with- 
draw themſelves, or recede obſtinately from the abedience of 
us, or the biſhop of Name far the time being.“ 
Sgr. 2. Further, we excommunicate and anathematize 
all and ſingular, of yhatſdeyer ſtation, degree or condition 
they be; and interdiR all univerſities, colleges and chapters, 
by whatſoever name they are called; who appeal from the 
orders or decrees of us, or the popes of Rome for the time be- 
ing to a future general council; and thoſe by whoſe aid and 
Kvour the appeal was made.” 
Ster. 16. Alſo thoſe who upan this account directly or 
indirectly hinder archbiſhops, biſhops, and other ſuperior 
- judges whatſoever by any means, either by impriſoning or ma- 
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to poſterity, — are Ei | 
the ſame. * and general councils are ſtill 
72 infallible : 


lefling their agents, proctors, domeſticks, kindred on both 
Ades, or by any other way from exerting their eccleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction againſt any perſons whatſoever, aceording as the 
eanous and ſacred eccleſiaſtical conſtitutions and decrees of ge · 
neral councils, and eſpecially that of Treat, do appoint; as 
alſo thoſe who after the ſentence and decrees of the ordinaries 
themſelves, or of thoſe delegated by them, ot by any other 
means cluding the judgment of the eccleſiaſtical court, have 
recourſe to chanceries or other ſecular courts, and procure 
thence prohibitions and even penal mandates to be decreed a- 
gainſt the faid ordinaries and delegates and executed againſt 
them; ho —— Ss Sonny or Wie 
give aid, counſel, countenance or favour to them.“ 


- * *<<Sxcr. 19. Further, we excommunicate and anathematize 


all and every magiſtrates and judges, nocarics, ſeribes, execu- 
tors, ſub-executors, any ways intruding themfelves in capital 
or criminal cauſes ag aint ecolefiaſtical perfors'by proceſſing, 
baniſhing, or apprehending them, or pronouncing or execu- 
ting any ſentences aghinft them, without the ſpecial, particular 
and expreſs licenſe of this holy apoſtolical See; alſo thoſe who 
extend ſuch licences to'perſons or caſes not expreſſed, or any 
other way unjuſtly abuſe them; although the'offenders ſhould 
be counſellors, ſenators, prefidents, ee, Hs 


vellors, or intitled by any other naue. 


BEC T. 22: e une 
Tſaid-cenfures by any other than by the pope of Rome, unleſs 
he be at the point of death, nor even then, unlefs he giveth 
caution FF * 


ſiatis faction 


„ ByeT, 30. 8 Gelee nine, 67 botaly and 
_ oppoſe this our letter of excommunication, anathema- 
tization, 


EY 


infallible: it is impoſſible. for infallibility to errg 
and, therefore, whilſt Popery has any exaſtence, 

| it 
tization, interdiQ, innovation, innodation, declaration, pro- 
teſtation, abolition, revocation, commiſſion, command and 
pleaſure : but if any ane ſhall preſume to attempt it ; let him 


know that he ſhall incur the diſpleaſure of Almighty Gd, 
and of his bleſſed apoſtles Peter and Paul.” 


Given at Rome from St. Peter, in the year of our Lord's in- 
carnation, 1610, the 8th of April, in the fifth year of our 


James Brambilla. Mag. Cur | 


130 the Year 1765. 2 
A genuine copy of a Popiſn excommunication, found a- 
mongſt the papers of Philip Dunn, deceas'd, a Popiſh biſhop, at 
his houſe in the county of Fick/oxv, pronounced by him againſt 
Francis Freeman, one of his pariſhioners, who at that time 
embraced the Proteſtant religion. Faithfully tranſlated from 
the Latin original, by Dr. Toter. 

By authority of God the Father Almighty, and the bleſſed 
virgin Mary; and of St. Peter and St. Paul, and all the holy 
ſaints, We excommunicate Francis Freeman, late of the county 
of Dublin, but now of Jucl· mill, in the county of Wicklow, 
that in ſpite of God and St. Peter, and in ſpite of all the holy 
ſaints, and in ſpite of our moſt holy father the pope, (God's 
vicar on earth) and in ſpite of our right reverend father in 
God, Philip Dunn, our dioceſan, and worſhipful canons, who 
ſerve God daily: hath apoſtatized to a moſt damnable reli. 
gion, full of hereſy and blaſphemy; excommunicated let him 
be, and delivered over to the devil, as a perpetual maleſacti, 
and ſchiſmatick, accurſed let him be in all cities, and in all 
towns, in fields, in ways, in yards, in houſes, and in all other 
2 | places, 


14 3 
it muſt neceſarily be in furure, what it hath been 


in times paſt. 

Perhaps we may be told, chat Popery is not 
olerned : but where ſhall we draw the line be- 
tween Toleration, and a repeal of every legal 
reſtriction; a removal of every diſcouragement 
to the growth of Popery? 

In the preceding ſection, we have endeavoured 
to demonſtrate, that, by the late AR, all the 
laws againſt Popery are virtually, and the moſt 
eſſential, actually repealed z and, that the Fu- 


Places, whether lying or riſing, walking or running, leaning 
or ſtanding, waking or ſleeping; eating or drinking, or what- 
ſoever thing he does: beſides we feparate him from the 
threſhold and all good prayers of the church; from the parti- 
cipation of the holy Jeſus ; from all ſacraments, chapels, and 
altars; from the holy bread and holy water, from all the merit 
of God's holy prieſts and religious men, and from their cloy- 
ſters and all pardons, privileges, grants and immunities, 

which all the holy popes have granted them; and we give him 
over utterly to the fiend ; and let him quench his foul when 
dead in the pains of hell-fire, as this candle is quenched and 

Put out. And let us pray to God, our lady, St. Peter and St. 

Paul, that all the ſenſes of his body may fail as now the light 
of this candle is gone; except he come on ſight hereof, and 
openly confeſs his damnable hereſy and blaſphemy, and by 
repentance make amends as much as in him lies to God, our 
lady, St. Peter, and the worſhipful company of this church ; 
'and as the ſtaff of this holy croſs now falls down, ſo may he, 
except ke recants and repents. — | 

. Signed & Philip Dum.” 
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piſts conſtrue it as a virtual repeal of all the 
Penal ſtatutes, is evidenced by their preſent con- 
duct. They are building, purchaſing, and hir- 
ing buildings for maſs houſes : they are ſetting 
up ſchools and ſeminaries of learning, in different 
parts of this metropolis and kingdom. They 
preſume on the lenity of government; and uſe va- 
rious artifices to enſnare the children of the poor, 
and to pervert the ignorant to their deſtructive 
errors: they even inſulr Proteſtant ä in the 
diſcharge of their duty. 

Did they not underſtand that the laws 10 
buying and felling Popiſh books were repealed, 
they would not have dared to publiſh an ab- 
ſtract of the Douay Catechiſm : formerly they 
were cautious, even in bringing books into the 
realm, though printed abroad; or if they ven- 
. tured to print, yet never to put the place where 
they were printed, or advertiſe them for fale ; 
but circulated them, in a private manner: 
whereas, ſince the paſſing of the late Act of 
Parliament, they advertiſe their books and 
pamphlets in the public papers; and the pub- 
liſher of the abſtract of the Douay Catechiſm, 
printed in 1779, has nor only put his name and 
place of abode on the title page; but has told 
us, in capitals, that it is WITH PERMISSION. 

Let us now attend to the fatal conſequences 
that will probably reſult from this repealing ſta- 
2 cute; 
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cute; and theyMppcar truly alarming. The 
chief diſcouragetments to Popery are removed, 


and the xoteſtant child of aapiſtij no] imino 
better © ſituation, K. his Popiſſi progeny. 
Jeſuits and Popiſh WMeſts will now take encou- 
ragement to refort hither, and compaſs ſea and 
land, to make proſelytes: and Popiſh teachers 


will be equally aſſiduous in ſeducing the children 
of the Books will be publiſhed, cate- 
chiſms 0. and no pans ſpared to captivate 
the unwary? 

But let us look forward to poſterity, and the 
conſequences appear yet more fa Policy will 
teach thelPapifth to be cautious at ent, left they 
foould alam the Legiſlature. They are, ther- 


fore, now Work by emiffaries, in a ſecret 
manner; but M e ill be ſeen and felt 


hereafter. * 
By educating our children, they pus 
and undermining i very foundatioſſf our con- © 


ſtitution, in churclind ſtate. The Papiſts, re- 
ſtrained from purchaſing, have, for many years, 
been accumulating money: they may now ex- 9 
pend it to advantage. It is a melancholy conſi- * 


deration, that lands are not worth, at this time, 


ſo much as they were, by ſeveral years purchaſe. 


This is owing to the ſcarcity of ipecigg t. there 
is not ſuch a ſcarcity with the Papiſts. The ne- + 
ceſſity of the um esWill compel en to part with 


their 


1 
* 
* . A 
1 * 
A 


WS . 
Vo 
their eſtates; and Pipiſts hl 


abled to purchaſe, — caMMeitated to inherit, they 
will acquire an increaſe of power, as r 
property increaſes; and, by theit landed pr 
ty, will certainly, in a future period, infineniToxr 
elections in Parliament. 2 

- By an influence in parliamen 
future Parliament may be found en 
a h 


Te 


leftions; 2 
ed with fuch 
al. 2 of Toleration, as to remove the 
Equality them for offices of magiſ- 
them an op 


4 tracy, " | 
in both Houſes of Exrla ment; To piſts (as 


they can have diſpeniiſſl 
it a duty they owe till 


the of Rome, and 
y jeſuitical ſophiſtry be 


aught, that it is no tin 
. bal pn of Proteſtantiſm * for a 


ſeaſon 


— 


olinefs of Rome Wthoriſes ft uch contudt, is 
evident from the caſe of Panſons. This je/ait was appointed 
ſuperior in a miſſion to England, in order to promote Popery 
in, this kingdom. But he and his colleagues could not ſafely 
come into theſe realms, becauſe, Pins V. had not- only ab · 


. ſolved the ſubjects of queen Ekzabeth from their oath of alle- * 


ſhould o » However, Gregory XIII. removed this hin- 
derance, gave them facu 
obedience to the queen, 1 voting | 
ny B 


luce, but, pronounced an anathema againſt all thoſe who 6 
for 2 


diſpenſing with their 
g the bull of his pre- 
deceſſor 


* as 


K 


s in — that - 
| — Popery. 


len pn 

and time HOW take prevent bit, — 
Sau t will, wherhen will be the ſafety of 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtggs s houſe + 

1.4 Of Hanover and what ſecurity, will r poſte- 

* rity have for the preſeryation af their civil and 


religious libglyes? i. IM 
Nor are fatal events improbable ; per- 


haps not vat remote !—If Papiſts have power, 
it muſt be uſed to ſpread and exalt 
throughout the land: and ſhould ch a | 
arrive, Suh * then once ni have the 
ſword o their hands ; Englagc 

| de blood of marty] 
df — 


Popery 


| will again Be 1 
\ our liberties be 
| Proteſtant religion be 8 10 
for Popiſh ſuperſtition, | 3 
Ihe laſt obfery a ſhall,g 
conſequences reſulrigfrom the late 
to us of the utmoſt i importance; and demands the 
moſt ſerious attention. 2 


In that Act of Parliament, the > of Alle- 
glance and Spremacy, and the oath of Abjura- 


tion, are comprehended i in one form ; and, to ac 
deceſſor Thus Papiſts of the worſt ſort r ee 
ſubjecis, and this by papal authority. 

: Hm Diction. Life of, Parſons. 

8 * commodate 


A 


I 


* 


v 


or 


tiiodate the Papiſts, as Was mentioned in the 
S ſection, the words, „ el or 
1 areſdmitted nd the wotds » fempo- 
ral Gon. 2 inſerted: their ſtead. N Mp 

could conſcientiouſly hs ſworn, that 
elf od 


and bis 2 by him, had en 
tical ory it 


thority or pre-eminence if ben 
every Papiſt. ſuchgyneceſſarily owes 5 
obedience, in ſpiritual matters, ¶ the pope of 
Rome. The words ecclgſaſtitiſ or ſpiritual, 
are, therefore, omitted; and the Lords temporal 
or civil, ſubſtituted z and, by this very material 
alteration i the form of the Fur the ſpiritual 


and eccle/iaff8tal juriſdiction 9 WE pope and Po- 
bil ſhops already 


ih prelates (for there are ti 

inted over 2 Tl the king; 

tacitly a doe and virtually re- 
© Zed, by the Legillature. 


the 2" IC of this foreign 
1 


thin theſe r the king's Supre. 
tua matters As given up, at leaſt 
in part, to the biſhop of Rome; by which means 
the canſtitution is violated, and perjury is ime 
poſed on every Proteſtant, who, ualify him- 

Aelf for any office in church or A is neceſſi- 
tated to take the oath of Supremacy appointed, 
by the ſtar. of Geo. I. and which every Proteſtant- 
to whom it is tendered, is " oh to take at his 
r Alarming conſidera n indeed ! | 

| E 2 7 By 


* 
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\ * * 


7 * 
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2 
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recognized by an Act e 


: bath ol ſupre as 


By this, every Proteſtant is "OO: on his 4 
oath to declare, That no foreign prince, Per- 
ſon, prelate, ſtate, or potentate hath, or ought 
any juriſdiction. power, ſuperiority, pre- 
or W ibon © ecclef aſtical or ſpiritual, 'Y 
h he know the $4 © 
foreign 2 pres ap- 
and ſpiritual 
ys pre- eminence, 
> ſame is now publicly 
e dass and that 
© the laſt oath of Supremacy, appointed to be taken © 
by cha. Fapiſts, is framed in conformity thereto. 
| ject, Did nt the pope 
heretofore claij Juriſgicg ion, and Papi 
acknowledge it And were 


roteſtants wal 
the ſame. difficulty" ores with Foe | 
C &. 


and authority; And tl 


as they are now? 


ot: the pope Pa- 
AR obev ; but heiße other | 
. eſtabliſhed his ſpirithdl Juriſdaght nt, 45 1 


" Jaws: refuſed to admit it; and Meclal 120 on K 1 85 
very face of the oath, that no fort ign prince 14 
prelate no ought to have, any ſuch autho - 


rity within the realm. wn 
But now, Whilſt the temporal and civil jurife 
di8ion of the pope is excluded, his. ecelefraſticat\ 
and ſpiritual authority is, by omitting the wotds,: 
eccleſiaſtical and ſpiritkal, in the form of the-oaths; - 
tacitly aſſented to: nor will a conſcientious Pro- 
4 | teltant 


* 


* | 


355 J 
Tse be ſatisfied with being told, that he may 
flafely take the oath of ſupremacy, notwithſtand- 


ing the alteration in the „ a he knows 
that no foreign ſtate, pot or prelate, ought")! 


wid 1 reals 


4 


vain to bs, 0 t we pope ought to * 
wer, we ſee it is now acknowledged 
that bath: and, thereſbre, can never 9. * 

dach Supremacy, avirhgur gpvg Rig outfelves 


he guilt of perry unlet i ws, in that 
. are put on heir — foocing. $a 
re theſe the conſequences of this Act; and 
ſhall wah. indifferent? Have IC 
-our welfare, und for the dearef er 
a we perjure and Wirei 
We generous effort? — Heaven for- 
T Le NE fouled to a conſideration of od 

| ſtaf®* let us apply to government to obtain re 6 
dreſs. We have reaſon to hope they would at- ; 
tend 40 our application, and ren the evils 
apprehended from that improvident Ads But 
if they refuſe, we ſhall have nothing to proc 
ourſelves with: we ſhall have: diſcharged our 
duty; and, armed with confcious integrity, be 
prepared for every event. $ 
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F an application to Parlia- 
ſs; aud the une mode of 
* * * f = : | I 1 


s it enden, tha 
tantamount to a Tolꝭration Popery 3, LY * 
repeal, and an actual ſuſpenſion, of alf the = 

oo s 


4 
4 
* 
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nal avs 3 the Plpiſts ; and that 
pr oſt fatal > * 
be p of Popegy is rü 2 


d calls [tor immediate ieee 
prevent its further progreſs in this nation. oY 
af ent d 3 x 

w. 4 * 8 2 fand 2 is ae 
de e 0 4 
our a. ben injurious to qurſe nd un 
Tr yet unborn, e. 3 
. Thought be the deſi jre of every true fi to 
civil and 1 liber), that Toleration natd 
broadeſt baſis; yet} to tote 
is encourage what by "=. 


fel weimean to deſtroy, a ſpirit- of tion 
and bigotry of the moſt notorious kind. 


ſolMn proteſtations. They * fille 
with blood, and alarmed us wit 2 


of the Papi I, Mi 


44 Mt of Gat * Britain aße lately had 
ſſtriking — of the ſincerity of Popiſb aſſuratees, © I 
1615 conduct of our Roman Catbulic 
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e 5 5 6 i 8, to en- ** 7 
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Na pl 1 fatisfied with theſe . 1 | 


ancely t truſted to the amity of Franc r 
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N riet * 


e of Bourbon, which elratteriſes toe * 
duct, and which is the glory of this natin. 
What 
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* provocation, contrary | 


and to the of ee fe 2585 
ſtryction. 1 ky E 
And ſhalf be. after * ſuen Magious conduR * 
"TP Rot zan Catholic nations, 1 -mhorifins 
we afſuraitces of Pap piſts, and — 
hands, 6 
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, is *we need not fear the united Forget 
_ . „ foes. - las) 
© pointed gut W Catal cools 

| af iameld; to remedy the il 
Prte ants, throughout the — ; 0 
** | 0 00 and gpply to Acne 1 
* fs: : an FE that Wel e 0 
eri * is not to! favout Ppery and 24 
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repga ualify the 
| ounds of glance ang.decency. 
0 2 Act is abſolute] y to ſatisfy 


ung! Hary to be dene, to aſſure the | 
Nation 1n I Papilts in 
it is not the intention of 


courage the wt Taye. Ng Papitts ac 
lent and e # AEnothnng but 84d. 


Act, can keep — | 


nece 
th 8 of 1 — ; Mo relieve us 
n of perjury, occaſioned by 
bf the o th of remacy in 
the pitts ; to et itution 
0 etedz to preierve the Proteſtant 
tereſt in this kingdom from imminent 
ger, Vith which 1c ka and to ſes 
eine cu ere ltant ſucc a. n of His 
preſent Melt. 67 de 
0 copftitucion hath PEN... out . 3 af” . 
brit redreſs ; and declares, that it is the 
righ of the ſubject to petition.) Let 
ted throughouffſabe kin 
clay of the eſtabliſhment and 


ant mini- 
bis. 4 denongynation all wh are zen · 
lous for. che lee {; of the Prcheſtant 


- religion, cordially unite, ie ſtrequoulſ gen 
— on thiz i Fraun occaſion, © 
A Let 
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. 5 Let peti iionggga Aft the Popiſh Bite ſeg 
| county, city, and f anc 
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— * in ed by theicg Con! 
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ts, to ſup- 
as the eve 


= glect an; ORE we have 
1 „ hope? TS will, be. 
attended rk th{be'neglecegywe ſlits 


wall have agg portunityin our hag 


more ae v [beef | 
people, andMthe preſerya ration the Fivreſtant | 
intereſt, * 
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vernment may then with ſafety relieve us from 


* Pur fears, eepealing the late Act; and have 
x * nothing . N dame. E 4 
piſts. 1 , 


But, ſhould or objected, that, as the Act is 
paſſed, it would now be dangerous to repeal it: * 

4 let us atleaſt t applygfor ſtraining AR, to qua- 

* h.! 8 and * Popiſn bill. 

: 4 An clare, he former * 4 


tutes are in l force, — ſh 


duly encouraged 1 ttin 1 exec UL} 
to preyent the ny i C 
* Au Act, to am he forts of the oath in that 


- paſſed; for the relief of the _—_ that Prote- 
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ath of Su⸗ 


— of wilful A. 5 * 
An Act, to prevent the Papiſts (they muſt as 
permitted to acquire landed property) from inte- 
reſting themſelves, directly or inditectly, in any 
election for members of Men at, on pain of 
fei re.of their eſtates. 

1 ko Ach to prevent jeſuits Bon rng hi- 
"the inder beary penalties, and to prohibit the 
N attemp of Papilſs-to pervert Pibteſtants to 
their erroneous tres, on Pain of exemplary 
ert. 4, 

And laſtly, (if Papiſts muſt Shai to 
thoſe of their own principles in private) an 
AR, to reſtrain them from keeping public ſchools, 


u of perpetual impriſonment or baniſh-" 
et. w 


Papiſts yet in force; i 


| te Act were de- 
ſigned only to repeal 


ch parts of a ſingle 


to be affected thereby g 
kindneſs to the put them on their 


„ by ſuch claration; or, otherwiſe, 
th Neal to proſelytè may expoſe them to dif- 
agreeable conſequences. * * 


It is not meant that theſe. ſtatutes ſhould be 
* executed 


t will be an Act of 


p "x 
nec iow ſur de. 


*. * the children of Proteſtant parents, 


As to declaring the 3 laws againſt the 


ſtatute, and the formet ws are not underſtood # 


Princip hat: will 4 have 
| | from tha FFpirit of lepity, * 
which theſe ſtatutes have ever been enforced? 
We preſume that it would be better if the 
ent were totally repealed, and 
the Papiſts placed upon hei 
. Bur if that cannot h obtq; 
© qualifying Act, with ſome ſugh reſi rictio 
thoſe abovernentioned; fcenffifabGlaigly; y 
fary. Thus the Papiſts be curbed, but 
not ene ey would not be perſecuted, 
cute ; the grand objects of 
would be obtained; the 
| iat Na would be preſerved; the Britiſh * 
conſtitutianfecured:; and the Hanoxetian — 
ceſſion eſtabliſhed upon W — baſis. 1 
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